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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18
Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel together at 
Shechem; then he called the 
elders, leaders, judges and 
scribes of Israel, and they 
presented themselves before 
God. Then Joshua said to all 
the people, ‘If you will not 
serve the Lord, choose today 
whom you wish to serve, 
whether the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you 
are now living. As for me 
and my House, we will serve 
the Lord.’
  

The people answered, ‘We 
have no intention of 
deserting the Lord our God 
who brought us and our 
ancestors out of the land of 
Egypt, the house of slacvery, 
who worked those great 
wonders before our eyes and 
preserved us allalong the 
way we travelled and among all the 
people through whom we journeyed. 
We too will serve the Lord, for he is 
our God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 33:2-3, 16-23
Taste and see the goodness 
of the Lord.

SECOND READING
Ephesians 5:21-32
Give way to one another in 
obedience to Christ. Wives should 
regard their husbands as they 
regard the Lord, since as Christ is 
head of the Church and saves the 
whole body, so is a husband the 
head of his wife; and as the Church 
submits to Christ, so should wives 
to their husbands, in everything. 
Husbands should love their wives 
just as Christ loved the Church and 
sacrificed himself for her to make 
her holy. He made her clean by 
washing her in water with a form 

of words, so that when he took her 
to himself she would be glorious, 
with no speck or wrinkle or 
anything like that, but holy and 
faultless. In the same way, 
husbands must love their wives as 
they love their own bodies; for a 
man to love his wife is for him to 
love himself. A man never hates 
his own body, but he feeds it and 
looks after it; and that is the way 
Christ treats the Church, because it  
is his body – and we are its living 
parts. For this reason, a man must 
leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two will 
become one body. This mystery has 
many implications; but I am saying 
it applies to Christ and the Church.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 6:63, 38
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: 
you have the words of everlasting 
life. Alleluia!

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR B Vol 6 : No 40



1. Peace March on Palm Sunday 25th March 
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      IIPARISH NOTICES – 26/08/18 
1. Thank you to Fr Peter for his continued 
presence here during the month of August.  

 
2.Confession is available every Sunday in 
Kingscote at 30 minutes before Mass.  

 
3. The Ladies Guild will meet on tomorrow 
27th August after 9:30AM mass. 
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Mary Banner, Joyce Bowbridge, Steven Browne, 
Terence Browne, David Buick, Irene Darcy, Don 
Christie, John Commerford, David Cooper, Allan 
Forst, Paul Glynn Jr, Henry Hughes, Annemie 
Huys, Mary Kildea, Daniel Lydon, Dot May, John 
Mertens, Rebecca Murch, Lorna Murphy, Winifred 
O’Daly, Joseph Ryan, Simon Slagter, Chris Slattery, 
Kathy Slotegraaf, Florence Tabor, Bracken Walker, 
Bill Willson, Owen Willson and all the faithful 
departed. 

 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Leonie Bald, Brooke Baker 
& Family, Sam Baynes,  Annemeike 
Berden, Marj and Jimmy Browne, Jill 
Buist, Denice Carter, Barry Dunn, Katerina 
Faist, Lloyd & Aileen Dodson & family, 
Jenny Fechner, Diane Florance, Emma 
Fulwood, Roy Gaton, Charles & Sue 
Gorman,Hans Hendrix, John Lavers, Elijah 
& Magenta Laundy and family, Keith 
Lockett, Victor Marshal, Ben Martin, 
Janice Mills, Philip McDonald, Peter 
Murray, Max Moss, Darren Morris, Deidre 
Morrison, Mick Muller, Carmel Northcott, 

Fr Pat O’Keeffe, Rocco Nield, Jack 
Pitcher, Margaret Rich, Anthony 
Roestenburg, Bill Roestenburg, Claudine 
Shelton, Darren Smith, Peter Smith, Linda 
Tippett, Noelene Thomas, Greg Turner, 
Patrick Walsh, Sr Margaret Wallace, 
Anthony Weatherstone, Rob Wilkinson and 
Gavin Willson. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing 
presence. 

            ***************** 

           D 
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Catholic  

Safe guarding our children and young 
people. 

Children have the right to food, clothing, a safe 
place to live and to have basic needs met. 

Though we live in a rich society, there are many 
children even in our own country who do not enjoy 
these rights.  Children are disadvantaged and live in 
poverty for many reasons - their parents may 
struggle with addiction, mental illness or domestic 
violence. Overseas many children do not have the 
food, shelter or clothing they need for survival.  
Our Catholic charities and agencies, both here and 
overseas strive to help these children and families 
to ensure they have the things they need to be 
healthy and to participate fully in society.  As God 
gives so abundantly to us his love and forgiveness, 
let us give through prayer, time or money, 
whatever we can to help childrrn in need. 
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BEAUTIFUL STOICS

There’s a rich literature being written 
today by some highly intelligent, 
sensitive men and women who might 
best be described as agnostic stoics. 
Unlike some of their atheistic 
counterparts whose one-sided attacks 
on religion suggest that they “doth 
protest too much”, this group doesn’t 
protest at all. They don’t attack faith 
in God; indeed they often see salient 
religious doctrines like belief in the 
incarnation in Christ, belief in 
original sin, and belief in a 
resurrection as helpful myths that 
can be invaluable for our self-
understanding, akin to the great 
myths of the ancient world. They’re 
warm to spirituality and are 
sometimes better apologists for 
depth of soul and the place of 
mystery in our lives than their 
explicitly religious counterparts. It’s 
just that, in the end, they bracket 
belief in God.

At an intellectual level, you see this 
in people like the late James Hillman 
and many of his followers (though 
some of those followers have, unlike 
their master, taken a more belligerent  
and negative attitude towards faith in 
God and religion). You see this too is 
in a good number of contemporary 
novelists who write from fairly 
deliberate agnostic perspective. And 
you see this in wonderful 
biographical books, like Nina 
Riggs’, The Bright Hour: A Memoir 
of Living and Dying.

What these authors all have in 
common is this: They look at life’s 
deepest questions and face those 
questions with courage and 
sensitivity, but only from an agnostic 
and stoic perspective. How do you 
make sense of things, if there’s no 
God? How do you face the finality 
of death, if there’s no afterlife? How 
do you ground love as an absolute, if 
there’s no Absolute upon which to 
ground it? How can the precious 
events of our lives have lasting 

meaning, if there’s no personal 
immortality? How do we face the 
shortcomings of our lives and own 
mortality, if this life is all there is?

They face these questions honestly 
and courageously without an explicit 
belief in God and come to peace 
with them, find meaning for 
themselves, and garner the insight 
and courage they need to live with 
answers that don’t include faith in 
God and belief in an afterlife. 
There’s a courageous stoicism in that 
for sure, but in many of their 
writings there’s also a certain beauty. 
You get the sense that this is an 
honest, beautiful soul wrestling with 
life’s deepest questions and coming 
to an acceptable peace that itself 
encapsulates the kind of compassion 
that all the great religions place at 
their center. Inside of religious 
literature you can meet some 
beautiful saints. Inside of secular 
literature you can meet some 
beautiful stoics.

But there’s one thing upon which I 
want to challenge these beautiful 
stoics: They try to answer a deep 
question: How do we make sense of 
life if there’s no God and no afterlife 
and how do we make sense of life if 
the tenets of faith are not true, but 
mere projection?  That’s a fair 
question, worth asking. But this is 
my protest: While these authors face 
with courage and honesty the 
question of what it means if God 
doesn’t exist and there’s no afterlife, 
they never face with the same 
courage and honesty the question: 
What if there really is a God and an 
afterlife and the essential tenets of 
faith are true? How does one live 
then? What if our probing minds and 
noble sentiments are in fact 
grounded in a loving, personal God? 
That would be an even more-honest 
and more-courageous agnosticism, 
and an even more beautiful stoicism.

True agnosticism speaks of an open 
mind, one so open that it’s reticent to 

shut down any real possibility. And 
the existence of God is a real 
possibility.

At any given time in history, our age 
included, the vast majority of human 
beings believe in the existence of 
God and the existence of an afterlife. 
Atheists have never been the 
cognitive majority. If this is true, and 
it is, then why are good, courageous, 
honest, and sensitive men and 
women reluctant to take their 
agnosticism down both alleyways, 
that is: How do we shape our lives if 
there’s no God and no afterlife – and 
how do we shape our lives if there is 
a God and an afterlife?

If one wants to look at the meaning 
of life as courageously and honestly 
as possible, shouldn’t the question of 
God and the afterlife, and not just its 
antithesis, be one of the horizons 
against which that discernment 
occurs? I suspect the reluctance of 
many of these authors to give equal 
consideration to the possibility of the 
truth of religion comes from the fact 
that, up to modern times, the bulk of 
all literature perennially considered 
life’s deep questions more or less 
exclusively from a religious rather 
than an agnostic perspective. What 
our agnostic authors are contributing 
is an alternative, a different voice 
from the dominant voice in history 
(though not the dominant voice 
within secular society today).

Still it makes for some valuable 
insights from some beautiful stoics.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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GOSPEL
John 6:60-69
After hearing his doctrine many of the 
followers of Jesus said, ‘This is 
intolerable language. How could 
anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware 
that his followers were complaining 
about it and said, ‘Does this upset 
you? What if you should see the Son 
of Man ascend to where he was 
before?

‘It is the spirit that gives life,
the flesh has nothing to offer.
The words I have spoken to you are 
spirit and they are life.

‘But there are some of you who do not  
believe.’ For Jesus knew from the 
outset those who did not believe, and 
who it was that would betray him. He 
went on, ‘This is why I told you that 
no one could come to me unless the 
Father allows him.’ After this, many 
of his disciples left him and stopped 
going with him.
  
Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What 
about you, do you want to go away 
too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, 
who shall we go to? You have the 
message of eternal life, and we 
believe; we know that you are the 
Holy One of God.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• This is another example in the 

gospels of Peter taking a leadership 
role among the twelve.
 

• Peter’s role of leadership among the 
chosen is why, to this day, his 
successor, the Pope, has a special 
position among the leaders of the 
Church. 

• In John’s Gospel, the author often 
uses the device of ‘dualism’ to 
contrast life in the spirit with the 
life of this earthly existence. 

• There is no institution of the 
Eucharist at the last supper in John’s 
Gospel. That occurs in this passage. 
At the supper, Jesus washes the feet 
of his disciples.

MAKING CONNECTIONS  
• Are there things which stop you 

believing in all that Jesus taught?
 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
4th Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

• What do you find most 
challenging in the teaching of 
Jesus? 

• Have you ever been tempted to 
walk away? What has kept you on 
the journey?

 
EXPLORING THE WORD

For several weeks we have been 
following the story of Jesus’ 
revelation of himself as the one sent 
from God and how his followers may 
draw life from him by eating his flesh 
and drinking his blood. In this text 
we find that it is not only ‘the Jews’ 
who find it difficult to accept his 
revelation and his teaching. Even his 
followers struggle with this truth. 
Jesus knows of their struggle but will 
not be drawn into offering 
supernatural proof of his revelation: 
the Son of Man ascending to heaven! 
But still some do not understand his 
words and cease to follow him. Jesus 
then turns to his closest companions 
and offers them a choice. They may 
go or they may stay. Peter voices the 
response on behalf of them all. It is a 
wonderful affirmation of faith. 
‘Lord to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life and we 
believe. We know that you are the 
Holy one of God.’  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(August 27 - September 02)

• Monday, 27: St Monica (2 Thess 
1:1-5, 11-12; Mt 23:13-22)

• Tuesday, 28: St Augustine (2 Thess 
2:1-3, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26)

• Wednesday, 29: The Passion of St 
John the Baptist (2 Thess 2:1-3, 
14-17; Mt 23:23-26)

• Thursday, 30: Weekday, Ord Time 
21 (1 Cor 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51)

• Friday, 31: Weekday, Ord Time 21 (1 
Cor 1:17-25; Mt 25:1-13)

• Saturday, 01: Weekday, Ord Time 21 
(1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 25:14-30)

• Sunday 02: 22nd SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Deut 4:1-2, 6-8; 
James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 
14-15, 21-23)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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